
  
 

Supplementary Information 
 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

2 July 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Councillor 

 

 
I am now able to enclose, for consideration at next meeting of the Planning Committee, to be held 

on 2 July 2020 the following supplementary information that was unavailable when the agenda 
was printed. 
 

REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED IN RESPECT OF BELOW ITEM 
 
 
Agenda No Item 

 
 
 
  8.(i) 58366/001/FUL/KP - Pinewood Village Hall, Rydal Close, Bordon, GU35 0LS  (Pages 

1 - 8) 
 

   Velocity RDT Ltd 
 
Alterations and conversion of former village hall into 7No. studio flats and 3 external 
mobile homes, cycle parking, bin store enclosure and storage shed. 
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EHDC Planning Application 58366/001 
Written Representation by John Ayres 

 
The following is an encapsulation of the 70 objections raised by local residents. It is obvious that this 
Application does not have popular, local support. Granting of this Application would be 
undemocratic. 

 
1. This Application addresses a supposed problem without properly considering the needs of a 

growing population. Its focus is too narrow. There is also an element of self-serving in its 
denigration of the historic use of Pinewood Village Hall. 

2. The homeless position in Whitehill/Bordon is not defined. Does it exist? 
3. It would appear that this proposed development would import a problem to 

Whitehill/Bordon, where such a problem does not exist. 
4. The re-engineering of the £660,000 cost appears to be for the benefit of EHDC not the 

homeless issue. 
5. The number of sites examined is too limited. There are potentially more suitable sites 

outside EHDC’s portfolio that could be examined. 
6. The existing site is already congested. Footfall at One Stop has increased because of recent 

house building. The car park spaces allocated for the Application are already in use by One 
Stop customers. The access to the car park is problematical. There could be violations of the 
yellow line parking restrictions in adjacent roads. 

7. There is insufficient outdoor space in the proposed development. It is very possible that 
homeless residents would spill out into adjacent areas for recreation and cause problems. 
One Stop is a difficult site for the operators to manage. It could be made worse, especially as 
there is an inadequate police presence. 

8. There is no provision for 24 hour management. 
9. The population of this area of Whitehill/Bordon is growing, but there is no provision for 

community facilities. The lack of such facilities is likely to produce social difficulties in both 
the short and long term. 

10. There has been a lack of marketing for Pinewood Village Hall. Some organisations have now 
come forward expressing interest in using the Hall e.g. Bordon Scouts. The fault for lack of 
use of the Hall would appear to rest more with Whitehill Community Trust than with any 
other cause. Its recent history implies a lack of drive and initiative. 

11. Residents in the area have not been consulted. 
12. If, as seems likely, the residents of the proposed development will be imported, where will 

they find work and how will they travel to work? The bus service is inadequate and there is 
no local train service. 

13. The coronavirus pandemic suggests that housing people in such close proximity is not 
conducive to good physical and mental health, particularly as they will be transient. 
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WHITEHILL TOWN COUNCIL 
 

  
 

 

 

Council Offices 
Forest Community Centre 
Pinehill Road 
Bordon 
Hampshire 
GU35 0BS 
 
 

  
C/O Lisa Papps 

East Hampshire District Council 

Planning Committee 

 

 

              30th June 2020 

 

 Telephone:  01420 473123 
Email:  info@whitehilltowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website:  www.whitehilltowncouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/whitehilltowncouncil 

PINEWOOD VILLAGE HALL (58366/001) PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 

REPRESENTATION 

Dear Lisa, 

Following on from your email 29.06.20 clarifying the position on the currently out of service EHDC 

mailbox for our written submission and incorrect comms provided to us on the viability of verbal 

representation in respect of Pinewood Village Hall (58366/001), I enclose our written representation 

for inclusion in the Planning Committee session on 02.07.20.  

Committee Representation 

Whitehill Town Council Planning Sub-Committee 14.01.20 saw members of the public address the 

meeting regarding Pinewood Village Hall. 

 

Concerns were raised by attendees & members on the following topics on behalf of the wider 

community regarding fundamental concerns with the proposal. 

 

The meeting recorded the Council’s strong objection with proposal comments posted on the Planning 

portal 04.02.20. 

 

• Residents and Councillors had been unable to view many of the background documentation 
until 13.01.20. 

 

• Community asset removed from public use, contrary to our local plan.  We have been 
approached by numerous parties as advised to EHDC pre-planning submission.  These 
include local boxing schools, tai-kwon do, dancing and the Scouts, all of whom are crying out 
for hall accommodation.  The suggestion that of no interested parties in taking the premises is 
incorrect.  Existing facilities in the area are at capacity or too expensive for voluntary groups. 
A community building could become a focal point for individuals. 
 

• Representations have been made to Whitehill Town Council indicate previous residents were 
evicted from the hall based on reports of asbestos and structural issues.  This would appear 
contrary to the refurb work which focuses on windows & door frames and no clearance 
activities. 
 

• Application not submitted in consultation with the Town Council as suggested.  
Representatives from EHDC invited but unavailable to attend the Planning Committee 
session to advise why the plan was being proposed without consideration or reference to 
other pre-existing demands for the hall from the community.  

 

• Public consultation – limited to 6 houses in Rydal Close – a totally unacceptable ‘select’ 
consultation relative to a population in excess of 10,000.  
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• Planning restrictions regarding fencing and space between mobile homes disregarded. 
 

• Significant overdevelopment, not aligned to local plan.  
 

• Economic aspects prevailing for the Post Office and store. 
 

• Lack of consideration of medical needs of those individuals housed there.  No provision for 
this in the area.  Risk of negative impact on mental health of those individuals concerned, 
placing them in an area with limited public transport, driving isolation and placing individuals 
far from their families and support networks. 

 

• Highways – Health and Safety, Traffic and Parking. Impact of removal of parking spaces from 
the store car park, risk to public health and safety with parking (bearing in mind visitor 
numbers) and traffic congestion in an area highlighted as already subject to near misses in 
terms of traffic accidents on a blind corner.   

 

• The council were quick to comment that they absolutely support solutions for homeless 
individuals, but challenged that we do not have a significant immediate homeless challenge 
within the Bordon and Whitehill area, but do have high numbers of volunteer groups for all 
ages and abilities unable to find suitable facilities and facing closure. 

 

WORD COUNT: 445 

 
Many thanks 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 

 
Councillor Katie Anscomb 

Chair of Planning Sub-Committee – Whitehill Town Council 

Email: katie.anscomb@whitehilltowncouncil.gov.uk 
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I wish to thank the Committee for allowing me to provide a written statement. 
 
The idea of housing at Pinewood is not new. In fact, in 1904 on the same site, the Church of 
England Soldiers and Sailors Institute opened a five-bedroom two-bathroom centre:   
 
 

‘To support ex-Armed Forces personnel and their 
dependants, through sheltered housing’.  
 
 
 
 

 
Fast-forward 116 years and Pinewood will offer the UK’s most advanced accommodation to 
support those who find themselves homeless, by providing high-quality temporary housing, 
in a sustainable location with good access to public services, facilities and local amenities. 
 
The application makes provision for 10 self-contained dwellings, comprising 8 No. one-
bedroom and 2 No. two-bedroom flats.  Each dwelling will be building regulations compliant 
meeting the same standards as for other homes, particularly in respect of sound insulation, 
fire resistance and thermal insulation.  Occupants will have their own front door, cooking 
and bathing facilities, bedroom, living area and underfloor heating.  Residents will have 
access to communal laundry, storage, garden with drying area, secure cycle storage and 
onsite parking.  In addition to the 5 parking bays onsite the Council has use of 8 parking bays 
at the adjacent One Stop. 
 
The mix of accommodation makes the most efficient use of the existing building, whilst 
meeting the needs of homeless persons in East Hampshire, which is predominantly for 
single occupancy accommodation.  The scale of homelessness in East Hampshire, whilst 
smaller than metropolitan districts, is still significant.  Between June 2018 – June 2019, 620 
households approached the Council for advice and assistance, with 41 households placed in 
Bed and Breakfasts.  The Council have access to just one B&B in the district, with other 
establishments located in Slough, Bognor, Aldershot and Waterlooville.  This application 
offers a valuable resource for tackling homelessness, providing far superior accommodation 
to that relied upon at present. 
 
 
Pinewood, we believe will be recognised nationally as the first of its kind to offer modular 
homes by repurposing an existing building with minimal intervention. 
 
Pinewood's advanced features include: 
 

 Advanced materials that can at a future date be dismantled, moved and re-erected 
with minimum disruption, allowing the host building to be re-purposed again or 
redeveloped.  
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 Each dwelling will have sustainability at the centre with advanced wireless sensors to 
measure the structural health of each building, predicting fatigue, energy saving, 
Co2, humidity, temperature, occupancy and decibel levels.  

 Technology will deliver (GDPR compliant) data on how the building is being utilised.  
 A ‘mist’ fire suppression system, CCTV and an advanced asset tracking technology 

will protect assets within the building.  
 
A specialist housing provider will be engaged to manage the scheme, providing occupants 
with an excellent opportunity to move-on into a permanent home and rebuild their lives 
with continuing support. 
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Pinewood Village Hall Proposed Development. 

I am one of the two EHDC ward councillors for Whitehill Chase Ward I have lived in Whitehill and 

Bordon for 42 years. I have on occasion hired and attended functions at Pinewood Village Hall until 

its closure by EHDC in 2018 which also caused the polling station having to be relocated. I am still a 

regular user of the one-stop shop including its Post Office and Cash Point facility. I would like to 

make the committee aware of several concerns I have about the Village Hall and the shared parking 

that extends in front of the One-stop shop for their consideration.  

As an observation I note the homeless figures used are East Hants and not specific to Whitehill and 

Bordon alone, sadly someone homed on this site not local could be separated from jobs, family and 

friends. No train station and an infrequent bus service will compound this!  

Policy CP16 of the EHDC: Joint Core Strategy seek to protect against the loss of Community facilities, 

unless: 

a) The facility is no longer required and alternative facilities are easily accessible for the 

community they are intended to serve: 

 Page 18 paragraph 3 states a report was commissioned and undertaken by Peter Marsh 

Consulting in 2018 that states that sufficient assets are available to meet the needs of the 

Town. I would argue that the report does not differentiate between the different types of 

local community assets and has been superseded by the loss of the RAF club this year, which 

was available to hire for private functions etc. 

 

Both Pinewood Village Hall and the RAF Club Hall located across the road in Trenchard Park 

were facilities ideal for Family Occasions and party’s they had a function Hall and a separate 

kitchen for food preparation.  This committee needs to be aware that the Defence 

Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) decided to close the RAF club in January 2020, that meant 

that users including the Local British Legion have also had to find an alternative. Pinewood 

Village Hall was intended to serve the Pinewood village community. Nothing alike now exists 

in that community. Other facilities like 1759 and former fire station are geared towards 

business use. Other facilities may exist outside of this part of the town but accessibility? I 

would question for the Pinewood community! 

 

b) It can be demonstrated through a rigorous marketing exercise that the use is no longer 

viable, that all reasonable efforts have been made to retain it and that there is no alternative 

use that would provide beneficial facility to the local community:  

Page 18 1st sentence: In this instance no marketing has been carried out to demonstrate that 

the use is no longer viable. The next sentence continues about the buildings poor condition. 

It is not mentioned in the report how this conclusion was reached; when it appears that just 

interior reconstruction to facilitate the pod locations are required!  

 

 

Development Impact 

The additional external units appear to increase the floor area of the development by 

approximately 50% with little or no outdoor space, does not this constitute over 

development? 
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Parking,   

5 spaces Village hall carpark and 8 spaces shared with one-stop 

Page 22 paragraph 4, last two sentences: Historically the 8 shared parking bays have been 

shared with the one-stop and users of Pinewood Village  and there is no proposal to change 

this arrangement to which there is an agreement in place. This arrangement would be no 

worse than the existing situation and would, therefore, be acceptable. 

 

Page 26 condition 8, states that development permission is subject to the parking areas 

being retained and reserved for that purpose at all times. 

At present none of the parking in front of the one-stop shop is marked as either/or 

Pinewood Village Hall and One-Stop. It was confirmed to me over the telephone that these 

spaces are not being marked to differentiate them. 

I assume this means that the spaces are therefore metaphorically reserved for Hall and shop, 

surely this could be a cause for civil dispute over who is parking where! 

Sometimes the car park in front of one-stop can get very busy, causing overspill into Rydall 

close and Ennerdale road although both have yellow line parking restrictions. 

 

Drainage 

 The car park in front of One-stop falls very steeply from Rydal Close at the top down to 

Ennerdale road at the bottom. During heavy sustained rainfall the bottom third of the car 

park floods restricting parking, the water laps over the kerb. This has been a problem for 

many years and has not been resolved probably due to the fact it is not public owned land. A 

former site manager of the Sorting Office next door can confirm this along with a former 

District Councillor for Pinewood Ward if required. A virtual perspective does not give proper 

indication how steep the exit is into Rydal Close at the top of the car Park. On rare occasions 

when we have ice form on the car park road surface, vehicles cannot exit the carpark and 

drive up and over the kerb into Ennerdale road instead. 

 

Cllr Paul Wigman 

Whitehill Chase Ward 
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